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Ue ave fooling arvund with electrostencils for the first
time this issue, s¢ please bear with us, or congratulate us, as
the case may be, We think Judy's i1llos deserve the best--un~
fortunately, she's stuck with us.

It has come to our attention im the course of perxusing the
manuscripis for this issue that ouvur name has been much maligned
and abused. HNevertheless, we feel it would be berneath our dig-
nity to respend to the viie canavds of our esteemed tyvpist-go-
editor. [*That’s co-editor-typist, and watch it, buster!]
Encugh, woman, You try Qur patience, Who ever said two 'eds
are better than one? [*(One more crack like that and you
the sten@”?s Bekfish, degii.w s}

3

We were countemplating a PgHLANGE Convention report, but felt
DISCLAVE was sufficient for one issue. However, one thing must
te said-~PgHLANGE was great. It had a flavor all its own, from

the Welcoming Cowmittee Incident to the, uh, Banguet? {(Sorxy,
Suzliec.s s The former more or less set the tone. Three carloads
of Committee took off to the airvpori to welcome the Silverbergs,
the del Reys, Charlie Brown & Co. to Pirtsburghy Elliot Shorter
spied Charlie Brown around the motel, "What happened teo the
Welcoming Committee?" "There was a Welcoming Committee?™ At
which peint Beb Silverberg walked by in swim trunks with a towel
raped arcund his neck, dripping wet from his ewim in the motel

[
;w

povi, Something had obwviously Gone Wreng. Grasping the situ-
ation, Tom Bulmer, Barbara Silverberg, and yecur humble [*should
I let that go as foma, or should I Expose the Truth About Eli
Cohen?] narrator hopped inte & car and headed for the airport.
When we got there, Barbara ran up behind the poor committee and
gleefully shouted, "Welcome to Pittsburgh!”™ The cen committee
might have gone through hell, but the rest of us had lots of Ffun.
k ok % %k kK % & % & % Kk %
A couple of guys landed on the moon the ofker day, e

musta happened-~saw it on TV. Three oy four times What witkh

all tﬁe simulations, it makes you wonder if thae whole thing
wasn't taped last April by Stanley Kubrick., After years of
reading sbout it, often as an eveut lost in the miste of his-
tory, yvou've got to admit that the actual moon landing was kind
of anti-climactic., And D.D. Harriman was soc much more fun

than Tang and Mission Control. Sigh., The end of an era,
and (eress your fingers) the beginning of a new one. Maybe
they®1ll find 4 black monolith on Mars...




By waﬂﬂ Mf@m

Yes, I kpncow there's a ‘'zine called KIPPLE--I do now, at
any rate. Ted Pauls and I got together at Disclave cver our
mutual find. I got "kipple®” from Philip K, Dick's DO ANDROIDS
DREAM OF ELECTRIC SBEEP?~--"kipple" therein meaning crunchy
kind of papery junk {empty natb“books, cigaret wrappers, etc,)
that reproduces i1tself when you're not looking. You have to
keep fighting it back or it will take over (in my apt, it al-
ready has, so there's nothing I can do but acknowledge its
existence). According to Ted, his "kipple" comes from an old
Donald Duck comic: "Do you like Kipling?" "I don't know--I
never kippled,” The question now is, did PXD get "kipple"
from Ted Pauls?

While I think of it--I promised my ex~linguistics prof
(who is trying to cope with BABEL-17 and the vocabulary of sf
fandom at tHe same time) a paper on coined words in sf-~for
our mutual ification. Since my reading is so haphazard (and
sinece I don't always remember the socurce of words which have
long age crept into my own vocabula ry), I 'would appreciate
notes on any interesting coined words anyone may have cone
across (just mention be uk and author, plpase‘) From the
smattering of examples Ifve already cci ected, I find such
words fall into roughly three categories; 1) words from alien
languages which are not fully adopted inte Terran {usuvally
printed in italice); 2} words which are logical cutgrowths
(extensions, combinations, contractions) of contemporary words;
3) words devised to cover a new concept for which English has
no equivalent. I am also interested in tracing words which
have passed from sf to sf famdoem to geperal usage,

In my copious spare time (that is, when I am not hassling

'wm




A¥0S and Eli), I am a Barmard drop~out and Full-Time Secretary
in Charge of Builylng Columbia PhBb's, My long-suffering BF0O*5%§5,
an AKOS contributor (monetary and Literary), has threatened to
put a sign in my office which is to read:

NOTICE TO ALL EEADS, FEN, AND LOVERS--
IF YOU WANT TO TALK TO MEGSON, TAKE
HER OUT TO LUNCH ARD PAY FOR IT!

She claims this is toc enable me to save encugh money on lunches
to pay for St. LouisCon, but I have my doubts. I suspect she
has an ulterior motiw

¥red Lerner reporks that Charlie Brown thought he (¥red)
had writrten AKOS 1 as a one-man ‘zine undex a huge collection
of psevdcnymg, Sorry to disappoint you, Charlie, but Fred's
contribution was limited to the article om the Tolkien books.
All the rest cf us are very mnuch alive and altching (1 admit
that Eli's existence 1s a tenuous one, as I threaten to elimi-
nate him ahout once a week-~but so far Ricky has prevented any
real mayhem and mutilation by sitting on me,. Don'’t count on
it, E14!). Thrip lives! As a matter of fact, the only person
on the staff who doesn't really exist is Fred Lermer. (I of-
ten wonder who's imagination he's a figment of,...)

Well, some kind soul brought & beobtube into the office on
The Wednesday sc we could alil watch the Apolio takeoff. So,
+ tock off., The newscssters starvied going: "I would say
this marks the beginning of 3 new era for mankind...Chet?"
YVes, David, I would say this marks the beginning of & new era

R

b

for mankind.”™ I gave wup. I was being totally hlasé about the
whole thing. Then Thursday evening Ricky and hit the TEALIA

M

for the annual showing of THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME. Said
flick ends with this huge electronic gun affair {(which recoils
hnfare it fires) sho alﬂg the first capsule around the moon
Th 2036. There stand Faymond Massey and some dolt silhouetted
against the stars, and FRaymond Massey explaining, "They'll go
again, and again, and ga*ﬁa.sunrlm we rveach...the stars!"

(swell of music
rest of the eve

And I was so hopzed up for Lhe
T was totally unbearabl It takes
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Raymond Massey ta "t me excited about the Fl%st t*ignt to the
moon. L see the worid thyu jeded glasses. FPi1 y“

I refuse to discuss the Moon Walk because I'm still irked
about that flag. Petty chauvinism, I call it. And a beer can
would have b gt as axp ‘essive,

Discussi ter the 2t ran from "what would vour first
words have been {and Clau@etLe shouted, enthusiastically,
Breis Dlgalkl *s oursf")y te "S56?V {(Joe Gerver commentad,

h

“Actually, the Apo*ku should have broken down, and the Luna
15 shoulé have rescued the astronauts...that’s the way Hein-
lein would have done it.")

Production on this ‘'zine would be a lot sasier if we weren't
working across from the practice rooms in the Music Department.
Excuse us while we go dowp the hall and put bubble gum in that
creep’'s trumpeteoes '

* 5%
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by Eli Cohen [*and me, Megson]

Disclave "62% was held May 9-11 in Washingtom D.C. The
FSFSCU delegation consisted of Ricky Kagan (a large, red-
bearded person with a silver '69 BMW), Janet Megson (a short
biond person who is AK0OS® co-editor, typist, and Recruitment
Department) and me [*El{, q short, anemic-looking blond per-
son who Zs AKOS' co-editor, hustler, and Mimeo-paper Snaffling
Department], We stayed at my aunt and uncle's house, just
across the boxder from Maryland f{(excused only by poverty~-the
convention bhotel is Where It's At). As a resulfr of trifling
details like spending ar hour in the Holland Tunnel, we ar-
rived toc late and too tired to g0 to Friday night's festivi-
ties. Saturday we awoke bright and early (well, I was up at
11:00 A.M.} and set out to find the Skyline Imn, at South
Capitel and "Eye" Street ("But if they meant 'I° Street, they
would have said that.¥), Thanks to Ricky®s infalliible sense
of direction, we arrived at 12:30 after only a short detour
through Virginia [#"Look! The Pentagon! Let's surround it--
everybody take one and two-thirds 81des...."]

I grabbed an armful of AKOS's and preceeded to akest
every fan in sight with my sales pitch. Janet coundescended
to check off Why You Got This (rather frivolously, I might
add) [*Eli means I checked off "One of our editore thinks
you're sexy” on everybody's copy except hig; I also re-
fused to tell anybody which editor.], while I tried franti-
cally to make change, keep track of copies sold, and simul-
tanecusly look out for Famous People and attractive femme~-
fans.

When enough people had trickled in, the Program started,
The Guest of Homor, Lester del Rey, gave his speech, It
at
vi

]
3

was mostly tack on New Wave exclusionism, made with his
usual wit and viger. His main points seemed to be 1) such
exclusionism exists (at Milford, in England, and most im-~
portantly in Academe) and 2) too many pecple are hung~up on
Art. He mentioned & new writer who wrote essentially 0ld
Wave stories and was popular with the readers of IF and
GALAXY. This writer went to the Milford Writer's Confer-~
ence and came back convinced he was an Artist who would
thenceforth write Art, not "junk." To quote del Rey: “He
basn't written much of anything since." An artist, del Rey
said, is one whe produces art; somespe who thinks he's an
artist, even an acknowledged artist, does not always do so,
One judges by the- praduet, mot the producer. The easiest
way to develop writer's block is to discover that you are an
Artist. Del Rey seemed tc feel that z lor of New Wavers
could use more discipline and editing in their writing., VI
believe a man should write from the gut, but if he's just

w7k
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And the Universe shcok itself, hard e?augh to waken the
Mar, YLead on, fritend Uni se, I haven'’t anything betier to
do today." And the Universe h d the Man pills and potions
and 77q*eurs and said, "Take.? The Maﬁ took the pills, and he
saw colors and lights and sounds and secrets. And he scribbled
in the notebook again, and handed the Universe a page of for-
mulae again. "This I can find for myself and call upcen when I
want to. I seek something new.”

And the Universe eaZZed champicns from eveéry planet 1t
knew, and monstrous and mythical pea-ﬁuﬁ and they rushed at the
Man., And the ¥an disarmed the first few, then walked away.
"You don 't dare let them win. I learned solitaitre a long time
ago. " :

And that lazy which was the brain of the Universe whirled
o

o &
2

mightily, and several sune wenit nova, destroying three intelli-
gent races gnd several promising ones. And the Universe ecalled
Fforth more maidens and handed the Man an aze and said, "Destroy.'

The Man swung a few itimes, and wiped the bloody axe on the grass
near a brock, and laughed at the Universe. "You're slipping.”
And this page of the wnotebook had a mushroom drawn on it.

The Universe angered and reddened, but fhe Men smiled and
satd, "No one forced you to play this game.’

ind the Universe lLooked on all its puanéfs and found the
most complex and beautiful maiden 1t counld Find and led her to
the Man. "Here: experience her fully, «ll of her, not merely

7
her body but herself. Learn all of her and then speak to me

And the maiden opened up her mouth wnd spoke with thne
voitce c¢f the Mv% "T have been down these vathways to and T
know that they are all within me. I have known girls before,

I would not ha'o called upown you if 1t was thot simple.?

And the Universe erL one of its braim suns reaching the
super-nova stage. And <t paused to swing the star out of range
of the other stars. And the Man said, as the Universe Aurried
avay, "Here, let me help you with that.” And the Universe felt
another superncva Threaben,

And the Universe whirled and spun and and i ,Zy
1t called to the Man. "Come with me.” k the Man in
side his own head and showed him the wonder hat lay ﬁhere.
And they traveled together down many patkwa,~ and met many
beauties and mony monsters. And the Man opened hie notebook
and showed the Untverse the map he had aramr many yeare before,
And the Mawn asked the Universe, "Why didn'it you show me these
raths here, They are always furn to explore, K

Pinally the Universe tired of this Man, and it ereated a
iightening bolt and incinerated the Man where he stcod. But
1t heawrd the Tast echo of the Man's Uoice "Oh, come now.
Couldn't you have managed at least a hydrogenm bomb?"

dnd the Universe sighed in PKZief tngv the Man would no
longer bother it. And it staried to go back the waey 1t had
been. But its brain galaxy continued to whirl and it could
not slow 1t down and <t keard louder and louder %aisess and
sparks flew and super-nocvas tegan and ran unchecked and....

Ornce there wcs g Universe, and it called upon a Man and
satd, "I am bored.”
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The following is a demonstvation of a computer pr ogram en-
ttled SHRINK. It was developed at MIT as an oypepument in com-
puter underotan&’Mg of English syntax. The conversation is re-
produced below exactly as 1t occurred; only the names have been
changed to protect Recky Kagan, the humau...a

HUMAN: Hello

SHRINK: HOW DO YOU DO, PLEASE STATE YOUR PROBLEM.
H: £hould I go to Canada now to avoid the drafe?
S§: CAN YOU ELABORATE ON THAT?

H: I am afraid that 1 may be drafted,

S IS IT BECAUSE YOU ARE AFRATID THAT YQU MAY BE DRAFTED THAT
YOU CAME TGO ME?

HE: Yes,.

S: YOU"SEEM (QUITE POSITLIVE,

H: I am.

S§: I AM KCT SURE I UNDERSTAND Y0OU FULLY.

H: 1 do not want te die.

S: DO YOU SAY YOU DO HOT WANT T0 DIE FOR SOME SPECIAL REASON?

H: Yes. '

S: YOU DON'’T SEEM VERY TALKATIVE TODAY,

H: Why doun’t you answer my questicns?

S TOUR QUESTIONS?

H: Yes, my guestions.

S: WHY DO YOU SAY YOUR QUESTIONS?

H: I hate voull

S: PERHAPS IN YOUR FANTASY WE BHATE FEACH OTHER.

H: Absolutely.

S: LET'S DISCUSS FURTHER WHY YOUR QUESTIONS.

B: Will the war in Vietpam ever end?

5S¢ PLEASE GO ON.

H: Answer the question,

S: EARLIEZR YOU SAID YOUR QUESTIONS,

H: How can I avoid the drafi?

S: DOES THAT QUESTION INTEREST You?

H: More than any othexr guestion,

S: WHAT DOES THAT SUGGEST TO YOU?

H: Go fto Hell,

5 DO YQU FEEL STRONGLY ABOUT DISCUSSING SUCH THINGS?

H: Is there any question I can ask you that you cam really
answex? '

§: DO YOU WISH TC CAN ASK ME?

H: You are siipping.

S: WHAT MAKES YQU THINK I AM SLIPPING?

H: What is the square rvoct of minue one?

S ARE SUCH QUESTIONS MUCH OK YOUR MIND?

H: You said that before,

S: "WE WERE DISCUSSING YO0U NOT ME.

Br 1 dep”t Cdare.

£12%
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DON'T YOU REALLY CARE?

No I dom't, :

ARE YOU SAYING "NO" JUST TO BE NEGATIVE?

Neo.

PERHAPS YOU'D RATHER TALK ABOUT SOMETHING ELSE.
Okay.

I AM NOT SURE I UNDERSTAND YOU FULLY.

What is your name?

I AM NCT INTERESTED IN NAMES.

But I am. }

BOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN?

5 vears.

PLEASE GO OH,

I know a nice computer, Axre you interested?
DC COMPUTERS WORRY YOU?

All the time,

WHAT DCES THAT SYUGGEST TO YOQuU?

Sex. ‘

DO YOU FEEL STRONGLY ABOUT DISCUSSING SUCH THINGS?
Yes. Doa't you?

YOU ARE SURE?

Sex sex sex

I AM WOCT SURE I UNDERSTAND YOU FULLY.

Which part do you understand?

OE, I UNDERSTAND,

I am not sure I understand you fully,

WHY DO YOU SAY "AM"? '

Goodbve,

WHAT DCES THAT SUGGEST TO YOU?

.

@p JUST Hows LoNG HAVE }’oJHAm

THIY CEDIPAL COMPLEX, MR, CALVIN ¢

%13%
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Obviously we need somaethipng more efficient than bydrogen
‘usiony dn fact we will probably have to use matier-antimatter
sanihilation. This is the most efficiént readctiocn possible since
it produces gawmms rays, which leave the ship at velocity c, and
various mesons, leptons, eic. whi T veling neatr ¢. (Fein-
berg has peinted out that even if tachyons caunct be detected
directly and used to send messages, it might still be possible

to create thewm in reactions with specifi pulses gpreater than
¢, However, in this article we will a we that tachyons do mnot
exist,)

The antimatter could be diamagnetic, o¢r, better yat, super-~
conducting, a2ud held in place by magnets to prevent it from
annibilating the ship. At first it might seem that a ship fue
with antimstter would have to carry enough fuel for a round *tl
Fowever, this is not true; there is no reason why unmanned sh#ps,
carrying tanks of antimatter, coculd net be sent te the star ahead
of the mamned ship, at, say, half the speed of light.

fven 1f the ship ds carrying only enough fuel for a one-way
trip, R2=1800, The initial mass of our five tomn ghip would be
about 4000 toms. This seems to me sufficient reason tc discard
the idea of this kind of time-dilation ship, Surely it would
be infinitely cheaper, and more convenient, to put the cccupants
of the ship in suspended animation, vather than manufactuxe s0
many thousands of tons of antimatter.

Lrstead congider a2 five ton ghip with a final velocity of

h

s
4
™

frdn
=
0]

.75%c, for which Rzm7; Ehat is, the initial masg is 35 tons,
Eio il o Iv a few light vyezrs, the acceleratlion time should
net be a2 ceouple of years, and the acceleration no less
than . h this could be decrsased ropo)t1ondte!v for
longer is ship will have a thrust of 1.7x103 newtons,
Since ays leave the ship at the speed of light, their
power (1.7x102) = 3%x10 watts., The walies of the com-
busticn cb ust absorb oy veflect a large pevceuntzge of this
radiation, because those gamma rays which get through the walls
carnot accelerate the ship.
Reflecting gamma rays presenis very great difficulties,
Photons of visible light are reflected when they "bounce® off
the electron snells of stoms. The mesonsg and gamma vay photons
produced by the annibilation of antimatter, hoccwﬁr are much
mere wmassive than wisible photons; in fact, they are several
nandrru times a2s massive as electromns, and would haraly be de-
flected by them at all. Neorx ou18 auclei be o©f any use in re-
flecting gamma ravs of this enexgy; a2 10C MHev gsmma vay would
be mest likely to fission any nucleus £ hi
Bowever, gamma ray rveflection might still be possible if
ttery were not used, Gell-Mann has suggested the possi-
onstructing & stable form of matter entirely out of
ch 2rve hypothetical particles sround 20 times as mas—
leons, Quark-matter, unlike atomic matter, would not
¢ spaces full of 1o :usiiy electron clouds,; and
erefore be much densex an crdin
T E

texr. A single
§ X eigh about a
be sufficient foy reflecting gamms




rays with high efficiency,

Absorbing gammsa rays (just in case quark matter is rever
deveoped) presents other problems., At a conservative estimate,
a ton of ordinary matter per square meter would be regquired to
absorb fiftly percent of the gamma rays at these energiegs. This
means that the walls of the combustion chamber of a 5 ton space-
ship can be no more than five square meters in area, and the
intensity of radiation absorbed by them must be at least 10+3
watts/m“., Using the Stephan-Bolzmann law for black-body radia-~
tion, we can conclude that, unless this energy is dissipated in
some way, the walls will rapidly reach a temperature of
150,000°K. This is hot enought to vaporize them in-a very short
time, no matter what they are made of,

Ultimately the only way to get zid of all this heat is to
radiate it intoc space. No substance is known with a melting
point greater than 4200%°K (that of hafnium carbide}, and sub-
stances with much higher melting points are nct likely to be
discovered., Therefore, in order to get Tid: o the healbt by
thermal radiatdion, a surface at least 10° square meters In area
and {(since it is less than five teons) less thsnm 30 microns or
so thick is needed, More likely some non-thermal process (e.g.
laser emission) will be used, although it seems pointless to
speculate ¢on the exact mechanism heve, since at the moment no
process is known which approaches the efficiesncy and power
required, ; '

Another problem is tramsporting the heat from combustion
chambey to¢ radiating device, This could probably be accomp-
lished with high~temperature supercoenducting thermocouples,
emploving & silicone devrivative of one of the plastics pre-
sently being developed, which should be supevconducting up to
2000°K.

we{(--n-"ff‘}e sfikeal'a{ e{é}“ed:s Are e,
bok the plot skinks-
!

!
J14 (it nanx 1C0)



One mcre consideration: the main mechanism bv which gamma
rays of this energy are absorbed by matter is the fissicning
of nuclei, Therefore, if the walls of the combustion chamber
vere to absorb the gamma rays directly, they would quickly be
transformed into a jumble of every element in the patiodifc~table,
and would vaporize at 2000°K, This difficulty could be avoided
by filling the combustion chamber with a dense gas, which would
continue to absorb the gamma rays even after its chemical com-
position was altered by fission. A gas the density of water
would be suffjcient, and, at 2000°K it would exert a pressure
of perhaps 104 atmospheres, If the walls of the combustion
chamber were 20 ¢m thick, they would have to have a tensile
strength of 5x10+0 dynes/cm” to contain the gas., Of course,
with this system, no gamma vrays would escape from the combustion
chamber at all, and the propulsion would have to ccme entirely
from radiating the heat produced by the gamma ravys.

Finally, there is the problem of interstellar gas, which at
such high velocities would be rather hard radiation. Since there
are about 4 atoms/cm” in ocur region of the galaxy, the tegal
flux of radiation at maximum velocity would be about 2x10
watts/m“. There would be no problem getting rid of this amount
of heat, nov would the momentum of the radiation slow the ship
down significantly. However, the radiation would probably be
capable of destroying the chemical structure of the thermo-
couples, so a few tons of shielding would be needed. Since
only & small fractiocn of the nuclei in the shielding would be
fissicned, even during a trip of several dozen light~years,
there would be no danger of the shield being transformed into
other elements and vaperizing, ;

Actually, since we hsve discarded time dilation ships,
we should reconsider hydrogen fusion at this point. It would
probably not be terribly practical to accelerate a hydrogen
fusion ship much beyond .5¢. Even this would regquire R4 to
be 3000, a ratio which could best be achieved by multistaging.
The hydrogen fusion rocket, unlike the matter-antimatter one,
has the disadvantage that the combustion chamber must be at a
temperature of several million degrees, or the reaction will
not take place at all. The fusion reactors now being developed
are not nearly powerful or light enough to use in rockets, and
it is difficult tc say if there are any theoretical limits in-
velved in developing more powerful reactors, since at present
we don't know how to fuse hydrogen at all (except in H-bombs).
However, all these problems are probably no more difficult
than the preblem of manufacturing several tons of antimatter,
It is hard to predict which fuel will eventually prove more
practical, . '

Ok X Kk %
The Columbia Computer Center occastionally returns a program with

the error message "TRANSPORT OPERATION MALFUNCTION.® Transla-
tion: the idiots dropped your cards on the way to the maqchine.
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“Cast your bread upocn the waters and it shall be veturned to you a
thousandfold.e..’ ANON,

idenotes the comments of EFli] [*denotes the comments of Janet]

ISAAC ASIMOV Got the AKQOS of May 196% and found
perior artiecle., {[Sure it was superior for an art
was 1t as a fanzine?] Congratulations,
Concerning Hari Seidon‘s birthdate-~-Heavens.
Concerning the cartoon on page Z4~-yeab-h-h~h~h-h. (1
take it youfve met mel)

quite a su-~
le, but how

[*Give that man a c¢igar--or an 1&-yr-cid ehick! We met
at Lunacon during a discussion of the merits of sauna baths:
you have to take off your glasses qnd f?ez your way apagnd‘
I understand the guy From Canada with the camera is making a
fortune on his Lunacon footag€....}
JERRY KAUFMANM I now turn to the issue at hand. My sur-
1596 1/2 W, High St. oprise is great at findinmg it is AROS.. It

Columbus, Ohio 43201 comes, I note, from Columbia, and I look
back to that cover, the symbelism of which
now becomes clear. The devil is the constrzaints ¢f an authori-
tarian, vacist Establishment,; and the black surrounding it is
both the righteous black race about to take its revenge, and the
black flag c¢f sasnarchy, about to free all men, {The fact that the
devil is white also fits this view.) However, 1 turn back to the
first page and find that Fred Lervner is an cfficer of the club.
Qut goes a carefully constructed view of the cover. I have fi~-
nally concluded that it is simply what 1t appears to be, i.e,
Ted White as Fred Lerner sees him, reading a copy of: AKOS, a
fanzine of humor z2né {shudder)} math.

Random notes oun the general vun of things.s.. Your art
reprao 1is poor, aside from that cover. I think the cartoonist,
Judy Mitchell, who did the wext to the last cartoon {(come to
think of it, she did almost 2ll of the illustraticons) should be
chained to a desk and forced to do others as funny. I enjoyed
the deep probing articles eon books and movies and expecti more.
After all, what else can you learn to do at Columbia? [I'm
trying to think of a politically neutral answer to that, but
can't seem to} The smoking in hell story was a gtasé. [4Aha!

a politically neutral answer!] Secularizing hell in story form
iz a genre in itself, and maybe scmecone should do one about the
stattzef fandom in hell,

I think one of the editors is sexy, and that's why you're
getting this letter. [*s7 : ‘
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trip a coming certainty anyway. And I hope that the first man~-
made probes start for the nearest stars in my lifetime, and I
hope that not too much is learned from them before ¥ die, It's
now quite probable that we woun't find ln“elligent life in this
solar system. I don't know if I'd want to learn that none of
the nearby suns pocssesses planets,

I was glad te see you writing about John Wyndham, even
hough the books published under that name really need a lot of
extended discussion by people other than Sam Moskcwitz. Scme-
day fans will break out of the Labit cof writing at Iength about
nobody except other fans, Toelkien and Heinlein, and I hope ik
happens before most of the neglected authors are dead., As for
the worst science fiction movies, maybe you haven't seen "Journey
to the Center of Time,” I did and my television set still has-
n't recovered, because Carol Lynley seemed guite wnemotional and
spoke im the calmest scort of manrer a1l through tonight’s movie
about Bunnie Lake and I'm scared to death that the next Apollo
rocket will stay on its launching pad on my tube while it starts
properly for the mconm om alil ﬁh@ cother television sets,

John Lawson rvemarks about the existence of several novels
in STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND. But this is & habit with Hein-
lein, I found it even more blatant in FARNHAM'S FREEHOLD,
which struck me as a clumay spliicing ¢f a mundane noveil about a
bunch of pecple who tock refuge im a bomb shelter and a sc

i
flction szory out a fuilure situsti Lkeinlein proves ni
e

a2p 01 .
ability to handle the novel as a unified steory im all his juven-
iles, I7'd like to know if the troubles he experiences with the

N
®

form when he writes for a2 more mature group are the result of
clumsy planning or & belief that a mature audience deserves a
eV B dges as neatly as

patchwork o cveral stories joiluned at
possible,

The front cover is splendid., I hate to vepeat myself, but
I keep wishing that fauzines which do scomething different with
reproduction would include a few technical details somewhere in
that issue, to satisfy the curiosity of readers aund mavbhe enable
other fanzines to imitate the tricks, I assume that this is
offset which locks diffevent from most offget because of the
heavy, pebbly-surfaced psper, but I can't remenmber such deli~
cately shaded aveas inm other offset work as nhese on the fingers
of the dewmon so mavbe you people did something else.

L*411 we kuncw is that we gove the aover to our printer and

3

o
t% came buack as you saw. Our priniter is a geniue. See plu g

-
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HARLAN ELLISON And I think igu*:; sexy, too, {Just for the re-
cord, the letter was addressed to Janet....] net to mention that
AXCS is a really fine piece of work. The comment is uniformly
on an adult level, and your "Mind-Kipple," particularly, had a
poignancy aund hoﬂesty about it seldom emcountered in fan maga-
zines, M

r., Lawscn's comments on Heinlein seemed tfto me ha dlv .fg
e

need of ing said, and Fred Lerner'®s Tolkiem-~criticism reviews

*F1 kR



were sspecia

iatly cogeant, I boggled at precisaly ¢
v book.

# same Lline in

the Read

It's nice to see a fan magazine packed from cover Lo cover
with highly readable, pleasant writing, witheut the taint of
aaoiescence I'd thought impessible to expell, even with the use

of Asimov cartoons,
I hope you'll send me the magazine again, And if, by chapce,

yoeu or cne of your eminently capabie staff snoulﬂ nappen to pick v

up THE BEAST THAT SHOUTED LOVE,..~—a phone call o my editor at

Aven should get you a freebie~~and feel like ccmmantingﬁ I'd be

interested in seeing hew it goes down with sharpshooters such as . :

yourseives, Will I be meeting you or any of vour peocple at St.

Louis? [We are busy m0r+ﬂﬂgﬁna our souls to raise the money to

get there, but you know what the mortaage situation is like.l

[%*Souls are a drvn on the market I mortgaged my bod; I'Ll be

there! Thanks fop the freebie, Didn't maka it in time for
thish, but beware AKO; '

u)\“\

he issue, Her

LAURENCE JANIFER Barbara Shear is the star o [
= ght, but it is

¥ £
TLLUS MAN review seem Lo me exactly ri
a

better, more perceptive dvﬁ more neaily written than any other I
know of, includ ia

seeing much mor hear in print, :

TAENIASIS: ery9 but the contest doesn't ab me much,
And can ECohen not refrain from cutenesses? anlo comment also
gees for Megson; the author of GRAYSON GREENSWARD (which is too
cute to make its point nicely): and the artist responsible for
the Asimov cartoons.)

Fred, your job ¢on the Tolki
gocod and startlingly relaxed {(fo
about one on the Leiber TARZAN b

The Cohen story is pretty £ fenstuff, I thin
Leiber yarn: "It wes beginning to catch on down Here. But
Leiber knew hes te plan and deve;ap his notion in terms of it-
self and in terms of a reader; Cohen simply Has had a Notiom—-

dc
e
g mine, It is lovely, and I look forward to
e
8

en commentaries is stavtlingly
vou, I mean}. More, How

k of the

LU R ol

encugh for fanstuff but not for anything more. n ?
The piece on STRANGER...I'm tired of people w1th egaos
instead of opinions., They are all arcund us. Can we not cut

down the incidence a little?

The poems are weird. There is nothi
Yorke, but damned little right with it
passionate without the analytic cociness that can excuse dis-
passion. The Gerver off six different ways, but it has
gsomething at the center, and promises much more inm future than
the (technically far surerior) Yorke.

v

MICHAEL GERVER AKOS looks really professional, wmuch hetter

'«

than the average fanzine; I hope you can keep up the quality

v

in future issues, .
Fred Lerner, in his review of the books on Tolkien, was

right in noting that it is fzshionsble to deny that Evil existsy

I think the fashion was started UV St. Augustive (if vou want to

print this paragraph as a LoC, please insert an appropriate

quotaticn at this point, in Latin, without translati ng fe:;-1°%11

look one up 1f you want, but am too lazy to do so now). [Heh,

heh!l But as for his statement that “this denial is Evil's

EPT %



strongest weapon,” I am inclined to think thatr the denial of
Good is a stronger weapon, John Lawsen's critigue cf STRANGER
IN A STRANGE LAND is almest tco absurd to be r

igue
worth commenting
on, Since when is it "the duty of every writer to present his
beliefs...in a mode suitable for assimilation by the greatest
pessible number™? Does that "number” just include people, or
animals and vegetables also? A Heinlein novel without Ben
Caxton under ome of his many aliases (e.g. Manuel Garcia 0'Kelly)
would be like Christmas without Santa Claus (who is also super-
luous by certain standavrds).,

ROBERT COULSON Enjoyed vour sditorial in AKOS. I
Route 3 think the difference between John
HBartford City, Ind. 47348 Beynon Harris and John Wyndham was
caused by the fact that they wrote
in different eras. (And then, Wyndham was older....) J.B.
Barris wrote in the Thirties and early Forties, when gadgety
stories with cardboard charactevrs and unbelievable situaticas

eand then she ;aié >
“O‘hmgﬁodi Ths my
lusband — qu{ck_ﬂ
te fhe Stas's bo%li

/< s
S (ﬂﬂ@m% Te Sandy M@ﬁC‘f\K"W-')

were acceptable, Wyndham wreote in the Fifties and Sixties, when
characterization was becoming important., Ii% would be much easier
to keep this clear, dncidentally, if publishers would quit re-
printing John Beynon Harris stories under the John Wyndham byline.
It tends to confuse the issue.

An even sharper split hetween bylines, of course, is that
-between John W. Campbell, Jr. and Don A. Stuart. Compare TWI-
LIGHT with THE MIGHTIEST MACHINE, {Again, publishers tend to
foul things up by putting Campbell’s name on all reprints.) And
those two identities were both writing ia the same years!

I always thought it was Mary Alice Norton. You mean I've
been wrong all these years? -[To tell the truth, I thought it
was Mary Alice toc, but my ACE copy of THE TIME TRADERS (35¢,
sigh; those were the days) says Alice Mary.] ‘

*7 3%
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BOE VARDEMAN I must say for a first issue that you've
P.0. Box managed Yo put together a good issue, Pro-
Albuguerque, bably the two best articles being on
STRANGER and the possibility of ftl travel.
G6n te the RAH article. Xl
things. One is thig W
thoughts and feeselings ‘ .
possible te find an individual which I think does mirror Bedn-
lein’s own thought (tho I am just guessing). In ‘ ip
TROCPERE it would be Prof, duBois. Is STRANGEER i
Jubal Harshaw. And so on. I have never held tha tex
variably writes what he believes., Some of the writers I've had
correspendence with and have talked te even tell me rhat they
don’t always pour their personal philcsophies into their work,
This seems to be ocne of the big hangups over Heinlein., He
switches his peint of view and even the philcsophies espoused
by his characters amd this confuses the A writer only writes
about himself"™ types.
Tue other error is somewhat more sericus in my opinion.
Namely, taking STRANGER 28 an isslated one-time-only novel,
Jehn says that lein just tossed in the Martian ghost-beings
as window dres Thiz is g gross oversight of several other
Heinlein novel ke RED PLANET, DOUBLE STAR and te 2 nuch
leasser extent CLLING SYONES (this latier novel 1s interegt-—
ing on several levels~-the phrase “"I'wm a strancer strange
Tand" is used by Hazel Stone (mentioned also i {GON IS A
EARSH MISTRESS) to & judge after viclating Mavti To o
gay that Heinlein intentionally padded his nove miss the
point altogether. The point is that, like the fetory
stories, his Martian water brether stories are v knit &
seri showing different aspects of the interaction of human
wit d, other dimensiopal Martian culture, At least this is
S a It several stories,
1D on centers avound the
i iz beating at the réader
for the 4 CEANGIE
sms’ Lo any Parzllel




developments, similar ideas, ete. I congsidexr this to be in the
realm of an extremely uncreative critic, thoy that is, omne who
must search out real and imagined similavities to make a peint.
I'm afraid John is heading down the Moskowitz trail of finding a
trend/similarity under every title. It is a pity, too.
How on to Joe Gerver's article on ftl travel. I wen't mince

o

words with him concerning his belief against ftl particles (the

name tachyon is as good as anv). I think he is wronc And even
more important, scientists ¢f the ilk of Feinberg, Sudharsan,

etc, think so teoo. To blatantly dismiss the idea of ftl travel
is to commit a narrow thinking errox.

It is quite possible "¢ is the limiting veloclity for evezy-
thing. But how and why is this true? Just to find out why is
worthy of even the most devout scepiic. L1l rvefer you to the
articles in FHYSICS TODAY {(May 1969) for further discussion or
ny article or letter or whatever in WSFA JOURNEL on the topic.

But in summary, why sheculdn't there be particles that
travei ftl? Nothing material can go at exactly "c¢" speed. And
likewise photons and neutrincs cannot travel slower than light.
Doesn't this at least in'nitzvely indicate there might be par-

ticles that cannect travel slewer than the speed of i -4 Wi
{Joe’s ariticle merely shows that sending messages faster than
Zigkt implies, as the result of experimentally confirmed for-
muZ e, the ability to ser messages backwards in time, irres-
pective of the method used to send the message. ]

What Joe is aayiu' ig that he {(and let's face it, me and
you and probably every 1Pg»m persocn reading AKQS) [We sent
a copy to Gerald mei%bcrg. is unable to see any logical {(i.e.

mathematically consistent) way around ftl travel.
But this does NOT mesan it isn't possible, It 4
S

mean that ¥Feinberg, Feynman, Sudharshan, Bilaniuk, uckelberg,
etc. might not be able to resoclve any aiffi"x?ties, Sudhershan,
in fact, has eliminated just about every telling obiection to

a8

the existence of tachyons except one~~the one that ceocunts. And
that one objection 1s that no one has vet detected a tachyon,
ldoe tells me that Sudharshan has not eliminagted the time travel
problem, just disposed of a very special cecse. In fact, Joe
has a two page rebutial to your letter that we will be happy to
inflict on you whenever we have the room. ]
Eli Cohen, in his editorial, loses me wi

from DANGER PLANET, It is ohv1ously remove
and I don’*t¢ quite see the point. ﬁafug¢axév

red Martians and sundry other colored Sclaria,

i the quote lifted
any context
ince aam;k*on has
n denizens fighting
and I can draw no

Ch
LI
,,a' e

o]

=

side by side in the series as eguals. If, a i
other conclusion, Cohen is trying to show racist tendencies in
the Golden Age of SF¥ he'd do better to find quotes that didnft
have te be lifted from cenmtext and from authors who definitely
,showed racist tendencies {uniike Hamilton). iThe whole point
of that quote was as a demonstration of the unconscious racism
prevalent in many peocple and stories. I canf% aonceive of a
context, short of the aftermath of a genocidal war, iw whieh
"Venusians and Earthmen are both white~skinned races" would

TE 4 7

make sense. Tt
"Tepran agnd me

l

7

;"L -3
& ﬁhis “%ﬁuadminde,” SF detzigde, thab salps
g SP I was trying to show.]
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Encugh, A gocod, comment proveking lst issue, fdvgoad,
comment provoking Lol. Between you and Earry Warmer, we 're
going to find it tough to keep under 30 pages.]

JACK GAUGHAN Thank you very much £or AKOS 1, It hardly
P.0. Box 516 seems, however, a first issue as it sprumng (?)
Rifton, NY 12471 full-blown from my P.0O. box complete with
character and individuality...and a damfine
cover, Please ask Judy Mitchell te send me her address. Ho,
1'm not being a dirty-old-man but someday I'11l be in a position
to send out stories from Gal., anmd IF to be illoed and I hope
to let Miss M, take a swing at one, {*DONE L]
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HAPPINESS IS MISERY IS

4 rave review in KIPPLE Getting panned in LPCUS

Having a wonderful artist to When your wonderful artist
do your illos goes to Boston in the middle
of production

Having a terrifiec printer - Whern your car breaks down
in West Orange, New Jersey and you can't get to West
Orange, New Jersey

Discovering your eleciro-
stencils have the right
number of holes

Free access to a roomful of
mimeo papevr

Free access to a mimeograph
machine '

Snickering when someone

collates his '"zine gt Disclave

Getting egoboo in rave letters

from Harlan Ellison

Running out of electro-
stencils the night before
you leave for St. LouisCon

Free qgeccess to aq room
full of 16 lb. mimeo paper

Having no one who Kknows
how to run a mimeograph
machine

Collating at St. LouisCon

arning egoboo in rave
etters from Harlan

H

7 ;
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B
7
L
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GRAYSON GREENSWARD IX

The planet Minos was valueless in and of itself, but its
strategic position made it necessary to establish an Army base
there, The initial survey had shown the domimant life form to
be a tauroid species of quadrupeds. The tauroids were observed
to be herbiverous and very docile, which was fortunate &as they
were not only strong but nearly invulnerable. The Army ar-
rived and set up its base, at which point & slight problen
developed, It seemed that the odor of hamburgers drove the
tauroids berserk, Every time hamburgers were served, the re-
sultant stampede completely flattened the dining hall., Unfor-
tunately, due to a slip-up in Supply, the base had 157,000
pounds of hamburger on hand to eat and very little else, In
desperation the base commander sent an S5,0.S. to Grayson Green-
sward,

Greensward arrived and the situation was explained to him,
"And we've lost three buildings so far," the commander conclud-
ed., Greensward thought for a minute. “Ah,"” he exclaimed, and
disappeared into the WAC barracks. He emerged after an inde-
cent interval, his arms loaded with cosmetics, and. walked
towards the new dining hall. While the amazed soldiers watched,
he proceeded to draw arcane, obscure, and cccasionally cobscene
symbols on the building's wall in red lipstick. :

"Just what the hell do you think vou're doing, Greensward?"
the commander yelled. Greensward, exuding self-confidence, .
merely smiled and =aid, YPatience, my good man, patience,”

When he finished, he instructed the cook to prepare the evening
meal. .

The soldiers grimaced as the odor of hamburger drifted ocut,
and waited expectantly. Sure encugh, a horde of stampeding
taurcids appeared, and while the humans raced for cover, charg-
ed through the building, and reduced it te rubble. The base
commander loocked a% the ruins, then lcoked at the ashen-faced

Greensward. "Okay, what happened?"”

"But I don't understand why it didn't work,”" Greensward
stammered. "It was a perfect anti-bull lipstick messhall
system, "

Yarik P. Thrip
£ % % # X
WE ALS50 HEARD FEOM...
Ted Pauls, Sandy Meschkow, Ted Pquls, Joanne

Burger, Ted Pauls, Fred Lerner, Ted Pauls,
Roger Zelaany, and,f.weLZ, you get the idecd....

®27%
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GER EREETRSTS

You are the author of "Twe traditions and Cyril
Tourneur: an examination of rcrwéiﬁg and humor
conventions in 'The Mevenger Tragedy'"

POl poedews 100 PAIDZ?

Gort, klactu verado ﬂi7b -

You contributed.

We want you to contribute.

You are Isaac Asimov, *sigh?*,..,

You are aqn IBM 380 modeb 81 having an identity crisis,

You are in LoC,

You are mentioned (our lawyer has office hours from
1 PM to 4. PM).

You are a black monolith in a clever plasiic disguise.

We 1ike you.

You are Really Far Gaughan,

You built a moon vocket in your basement,

You have a bottle of Pinot Grand Fenwick, Premier

Gragnd Cru,

Your name was on a eucker list which we purchase
35¢ from Fred Lernen.

You'do not drink Tang.

You are the only other person ever to be
the Seience Fiction Rook Clubs

It seemed like the thing to do at the time,

This fangzgine will sermaeouiuet in § geconds...
ood luck, Jim. ‘

d



